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Europe. In June, 1519, the Flemish or
Spanish prince Charles had been elected
Emperor, greatly to the disappointment of
Leo; for the Pope judged, and history
confirms his judgment, that Italian independ-
ence would perish under Charles V. As
much, if not more important, was the discovery
Luther made that he could write and speak
a German which would kindle his nation
to mutiny. His tracts in 1520, " To the
Christian Nobles," on "The Babylonish
Captivity of the Church," and on "The
^Freedom of a Christian Man," have been
called " half-battles" ; their language by
sheer brute force thundered down opposition.
Luther was the strong man armed, who felt
that Germany would delight in his strokes
against Rome, The Latin elegants who
thronged about Leo could never grasp such
weapons; in fighting this Teuton spirit they
were dealing with the unknown.

Charles V. had his personal views ; to him
the Lutheran trouble was a politician's re-
source ; he would use it in restraint of the
Curia, Hence the Diet of Worms, the defence
permitted to an open heresiarch, and his safe
retirement. Charles was ever orthodox ; but
no ruler could be more absolute. He outlawed